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“But God, being rich in 

mercy, because of the 

great love with which he 

loved us, even when we 

were dead in our tres-

passes, made us alive to-

gether with Christ—by 

grace you have been 

saved—and raised us up 

with him and seated us 

with him in the heavenly 

places in Christ Jesus, so 

that in the coming ages he 

might show the immeas-

urable riches of his grace 

in kindness toward us in 

Christ Jesus. For by 

grace you have been 

saved through faith. And 

this is not your own do-

ing; it is the gift of God, 

not a result of works, so 

that no one may boast. 

For we are his workman-

ship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared be-

forehand, that we should 

walk in them.” 

Ephesians 2:4-10, ESV 
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If I were to ask you, “Are you saved?” how would 

you respond? If you were to die right now, what 

would happen to you? Do you know? Are you 

sure? Or are you in doubt because you are not sure 

you’ve been good enough? That is what this class 

is all about. We want you to be sure and have a 

good reason for your assurance. 

Our prayer is that God uses this class to help each 

of us understand the true purpose of His grace. 

Grace is not God’s way of overlooking our sin. 

Instead, God perfectly deals with our sin through 

the embodiment of grace, Jesus Christ. This is the 

only source of power that will give us the abun-

dant life God wants for all those who believe. God 

promises that the Christian who trusts in God’s 

power to save him by grace will have a life 

marked with the fruit of the Spirit. 

In this class, you will learn to quit hoping God will 

overlook your sins and instead discover the power 

to overcome your sins. You will learn to quit liv-

ing like a person who is trying to get to heaven, 

and instead start living like a person who has been 

promised heaven. You will learn to quit trying 

your best, and instead live by faith in Jesus who 

gave His best. You will learn to quit hoping you 

are good enough, and instead trust that God is 

good enough. You will learn to quit fearing grace, 

and instead to stand firm in it. 

God’s grace is truly amazing. We’re convinced we 

don’t even know the half of it. But this is a good 

time to learn more.

Grace God’s Power to 

Overcome Sin 

Introduction 
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 Peter Johnson was struggling. He had come to see the preacher, Paul Evans, to figure out exactly what he 

should be doing.  

 Peter started, “Paul, I just don’t know what to do. I read my Bible every day. I pray regularly. I go to 

church every time the doors are open. I don’t ever beat my wife. I’ve not ever cheated on her. I’m trying to do 

everything right so God will let me go to heaven, but I just keep struggling.  

 “It seems that no matter how hard I try, I just have an awful temper. I blow up at the kids. I yell at my 

wife. When I get mad I just can’t control myself. Last night I told myself on the way home from work that I 

was going to keep my cool. I prayed in the driveway. I even memorized Ephesians 4:26 while I was sitting 

there. But I walked in the house, it was a mess, the kids were running around yelling, my wife didn’t have 

dinner ready. The first thing she did was hand me the baby and tell me to change his diaper. I lost it. I called 

her all kinds of names. I yelled at the kids. Everybody spent the whole night crying. Liz and I didn’t even talk 

the rest of the night. We went to bed facing opposite directions. She wouldn’t even look at me this morning. 

 “Why can’t I stop this, Paul? I don’t want to act like this, but it happens over and over.” 

 Paul was flummoxed. While he didn’t struggle with his temper, Peter’s story sounded a lot like Paul’s 

struggle with materialism and debt. He knew what he should really say is, “Peter, I don’t have any idea how 

to help you on this one. I still struggle with sins I don’t want to do any more than you do. We both need to 

find someone else who knows what to do.” 

 Instead, Paul actually said, “That sounds awful, Peter. I can really relate. I think you’re working on the 

right path with the prayer and Bible reading. Maybe you just need to do more. Maybe if you read your Bible 

with your wife and had Bible studies with your family every day you could be strong enough to overcome this 

sin. You know, sin is a choice and you just need to choose better. I know you can do it. Just try harder.” 

 Peter left with renewed determination to try harder, but just wasn’t sure how much harder he could try. He 

was trying pretty hard. Paul left thinking, “I don’t know why I told him that. I say that to myself every time 

and it doesn’t work for me. Why would it work for him?” 

1. What do you think of the preacher’s advice? 

 

 

2. What would you say to someone who continues to struggle with a sin like Peter and Paul? 

 

 

3. What are Peter and Paul’s real problem? 

Grace Lesson 1 

Our Bad News 

Case Study 

Peter & Paul 
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Key Passages: Romans 7:7-24; Ephesians 2:1-3 

1. When most people think of the apostle Paul’s spiritual strength, what do they think about him? 

2. What was Paul’s struggle according to Romans 7:7-24? 

3. What did Paul actually want (cf. Romans 7:18)? Why did he want it? 

4. Why couldn’t Paul quit coveting according to Romans 7:7-24? 

5. What does it mean to be children of wrath by nature in Ephesians 2:3? 

Daily Living in Grace 

1. Have you been able to quit sinning yet? Why or why not? 

2. How would you write Romans 7:24? Would you write, “Wretched man that I am” or would you write, 

“I’m doing okay on my own”? 

3. Do you want to do what is right or do you want to keep on sinning? Why? 

4. Based on Romans 7:7-24 and Ephesians 2:1-3 what is the biggest problem we will all have with over-

coming sin on our own? 

 

Some people view grace as the permission to keep on sinning. But we know Romans 6:1-4 says that is not so. 

This class is not for those who want permission to keep on sinning. This class is for those who want to quit 

sinning, who want the power of God to overcome sin because they have realized they can’t overcome sin on 

their own. 
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Theresa couldn’t get to sleep. She mentally started going through her checklist. She had already prayed and 

read her Bible. She had done her Bible class lesson (in fact, she was three lessons ahead). She had visited the 

nursing home. She had written notes to Sunday’s guests. She already had the kids’ lunches ready for school 

the next day. She had vacuumed the downstairs and done a load of laundry (nobody would say that she kept a 

messy house). She had sent e-mails to the preachers the congregation supported, encouraging them. She had 

donated some canned goods to the box some of the Christians were sending over to the brethren in the Philip-

pines. She had finished her project for the church’s website, had designed a flyer for the upcoming Gospel 

meeting, and had attended the VBS planning meeting. 

There was the rub. In the meeting, she had gotten a little heated about how she thought the lessons should be 

taught. She was sure she had snapped at brother Smith who had been leading the meeting. Had she confessed 

that sin in prayer yet? She better do that right now. Had she apologized to brother Smith? What did the other 

folks think? Would they see through her works and realize the struggle she faced day and night? “Oh no,” she 

thought, “I forgot to check on sister Davis this week.” Sister Davis had been having a hard time since the 

death of her husband three years ago and Theresa had essentially adopted her into the family to help her out. 

“How could I be so thoughtless?” Theresa thought. She immediately began to pray, “God, I’m so sorry. I 

know I’m being selfish. I can’t imagine how you could love someone as selfish as me. Please help me re-

member to check on sister Davis tomorrow.”  

Since she couldn’t sleep anyway, she decided maybe if she got up and read her Bible some more, tomorrow 

would be a better day and she could get more done for God. She didn’t want to let Him down, or sister Davis.  

1. Where is Theresa’s confidence? What is that doing to her spiritually? 

2. Does all this work make Theresa a spiritual person? Why or why not? 

3. What kind of relationship does Theresa have with God? 

Grace Lesson 2 

God’s Good News 

Case Study 

Theresa 
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Key Passages: Romans 7:25; 8:26-39; I Corinthians 15:56-58 

1. We read Romans 7:7-24 in our last lesson, ending with the cry, “Wretched man that I am! Who will de-

liver me from this body of death?” What was Paul’s answer to that question in Romans 7:25? 

2. What is God’s promise for those who love Him in Romans 8:28? 

3. What has God predestined in Romans 8:29? 

4. In Romans 8:26-39, what have the Father, Son, and Spirit done and what are they doing to make us holy 

and get us to heaven? 

5. According to Romans 8:37-39, how do we gain the victory, and what can stop our victory? 

6. According to I Corinthians 15:56-58, how do we gain the victory? 

Daily Living in Grace 

1. What has happened when you’ve tried to make yourself holy? 

2. Do you still want to quit sinning and be holy? Who is going to make that happen? 

3. What has God done and what is He doing to make you holy? 

4. What will your life look like when you have confidence in God’s work? 

The bad news is I got myself enslaved to sin and can’t quit. The good news is not that God will save me de-

spite my unholiness. Rather, it is that God is making me holy. He is conforming me to Christ’s image. I will 

be victorious. The gospel really is good news because it says I don’t have to be confident in me. I can be con-

fident in Him. God has promised that I will overcome sin through Jesus Christ and I am going to hold on to 

that promise. 



Grace: God’s Power to Overcome Sin 

 

  
Page 7 

 
  

Tim Donaldson walked quietly into the family conference room in the hospital. Having been directed there by 

the woman at the registration table, he knew what he was going to find out. Connie Jacob’s husband had died.  

Two of the Jacobs’ children (ages 6 and 2) were being a little wild in the corner. The 17-year-old daughter 

was, not surprisingly, absent. Connie’s mother was trying to keep the two boys occupied. Connie was leaning 

against her dad’s shoulder, hands covering her face, tears leaking between her fingers. He was stroking her 

hair with one hand as his tears fell on top of her head. Connie’s stepmother was sitting in the corner opposite 

her mom. Her in-laws were quietly sobbing across the room. 

As Tim walked in, with Bible in hand, Connie, a faithful Christian, looked up, sniffed, and without any con-

versational pleasantries said, “When is God going to make it stop? I can’t handle any more of this!” The years 

had been hard for Connie. Her parents had divorced a few years ago. Between her two oldest children, she 

had gone through four miscarriages and then another between the two youngest. The 17-year-old daughter 

had been causing troubles. She had run away from home twice, had been to rehab for drug use once. She was 

awaiting a hearing for parole violation and had almost nothing to do with her parents. Connie’s husband had 

lost his job a few months earlier and had just started a new job two weeks earlier. It was a good job and they 

had talked about how this must have been God’s blessing; you know, closing a door to open a better one. And 

now he lay covered with a sheet in the ER, waiting to be taken down to the morgue in the basement.  

Tim knelt beside her, took her hand in his, looked her in the eye and said, “Connie, I know things have been 

tough. But I want you to know you are strong enough. God wouldn’t let this happen if He didn’t think you 

were strong enough to deal with it.” And then he led those present in prayer. “Dear God, this is a tough situa-

tion. It’s going to be hard. But I ask you to please let Connie know she’s strong enough to get through this. 

Lift her up and let her be a strength to her family and kids. Thank you God for hearing our prayer.” 

1. What do you think of Tim’s prayer? 

2. Do you think Connie is strong enough? Why or why not? 

3. What would you have said to Connie about her strength to get through this? 

Grace Lesson 3 

God’s Grace is 
Sufficient 

Case Study 

Connie & Tim 
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Key Passages: II Corinthians 12:7-10; Ephesians 5:22-33 

1. Why do you think Paul wanted the thorn removed? 

2. Why did God say His grace was sufficient? 

3. Why was Paul willing to boast in his weaknesses? 

4. How did this thorn in the flesh solidify Paul’s relationship with God? 

5. What then was the real manifestation of God’s grace with which Paul needed to be satisfied? 

6. Consider a parallel. In Ephesians 5:22-33, Paul compares our relationship with Jesus to that of a husband 

and wife. The wife is told to submit to her husband. How does Paul’s command to the husband set the 

wife free to submit? How does that parallel God’s grace with His children? 

Daily Living in Grace 

1. What do you tend to value in yourself more, strength or weakness? Why? 

2. Reread II Corinthians 12:7-10. What does God tend to value in you more, strength or weakness? Why? 

3. According to Ephesians 2:8-10, why can you not boast in yourself when you are saved? 

4. Have you been strong enough to give yourself holiness, salvation, and victory over sin? If not, who is that 

strong? How did He prove it? 

5. How should we view the thorns we face today? 

If I am to be saved, it will be by God’s grace. None of my effort or strength is sufficient to save me. God’s 

grace, however, is sufficient. God will use my weakness to drive me to the throne of His grace, giving me 

strength beyond what I thought possible. I must boast in my weaknesses and His grace. 
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Elias was returning to Bethany from Jerusalem. It hadn’t been one of the prescribed feast days, but he was a 

devout man. He understood the Law and he knew he was a sinner. He was ashamed to think of the lies he had 

told, the coveting he had indulged in, the uncleanness he had brought upon himself. At the end of each month, 

he considered his sins and offered the sin sacrifice. He could not afford a bull so he had taken one of his best 

and most promising lambs from the flock and headed for Jerusalem. 

When Elias slit it’s throat, he winced. The blood flowed everywhere. Even now Elias grimaced at the image 

and was a little surprised at his response. How many lambs had he slaughtered because of his sins? Perhaps if 

he could remember that image before he sinned, he would turn away from them. But sin had a price. The soul 

who sins shall die Ezekiel had written. Elias was glad God graciously allowed for the sacrifice instead of his 

own death. But why did sin have to cost so much? 

Elias thought he might ask that new teacher, John, the guy who had baptized him in the Jordan. He had said 

that baptism was one of repentance for the remission of sins. If his sins were remitted, why keep sacrificing? 

He decided to go find John the next day. 

When Elias found John, a crowd was already there. But he was teaching and baptizing. Before Elias could get 

to him, John looked up and pointed to a man coming toward them. Elias remembered seeing John baptize the 

man. It was odd because John had actually said that man should baptize him. Today, John cried out, “Behold, 

the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 

“What,” thought Elias, “the Lamb of God? What is John talking about? Is he saying this man is a sacrifice 

like my lambs? How can he take away the sins of the world? What is this all about? Does he have to die be-

cause of my sins? What on earth did John mean?” 

1. What was the cost of Elias’ sins under the Old Covenant?Why wasn’t that enough? 

2. If you had been Elias hearing about Jesus as the lamb, how would you have felt about your sins? 

3. According to Leviticus 4:29, Elias killed the sacrificial lamb himself. What does this highlight about our 

relationship with our “sacrificial lamb”? 

Grace Lesson 4 

The Price  
of Grace 

Case Study 

Elias & the Lamb 
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Key Passages: Romans 3:21-31; 5:6-11; Matthew 26:46-27:61 

1. Read the crucifixion accounts. Why did God send Jesus to be crucified? 

2. Define God’s justice as seen in Romans 3:21-31? 

3. Based on Romans 3:24, how do we receive God’s grace? 

4. What does God’s gift remove from us according to Romans 3:27? 

5. According to Romans 5:6-8, when did God pay the price for our sins? 

6. According to Romans 5:9-11, what confidence do we now have since Jesus’ death reconciled us? 

Daily Living in Grace 

1. Does God pretend that you don’t sin? 

2. How did God deal with your sins? 

3. Can you pretend that your sins don’t matter? Why? 

4. How should you deal with your sins? What happens when you don’t deal with your sins properly? 

5. When someone else pays for something for us, we can tend to take it for granted. Why? How can we 

avoid this tendency with God’s grace? 

Freedom is never cheap in any arena. It always costs sacrifice. God’s grace is not cheap. He did not wink at 

our sins; He paid for them. He paid for them with His Son. Every time we sin, we need to see that it takes Je-

sus’ brutal death to pay for that sin. We must not wink at our sins but rather turn to Jesus and rejoice in God’s 

grace by working out our salvation with fear and trembling. 
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Stanley was getting heated in the pulpit again. He was getting fed up with all the stuff he had been hearing 

about grace lately. “Oh sure,” he would say, “I believe in God’s grace. I can’t be saved without it. But let’s 

not put so much stock in grace that we forget what we have to do.” Just this morning in the Bible class, some-

body had brought grace up again, acting like they could rely on God’s grace right now. He found a good spot 

in his sermon and decided to correct this nonsense. 

“God’s grace is utterly important. I don’t want anyone to misunderstand me. The Bible says we are saved by 

grace; I would never contradict that. But, grace will only do so much. We have to do the rest. It scares me to 

hear people talk about relying on the grace of Jesus in their daily lives. I fear if we rely on grace too much, we 

won’t actually grow in Christ but will just keep wallowing in our sins. 

“We must not forget that we must live each day standing up to Satan, turning away from our sins, doing our 

best. If we grow enough, do enough, stay close enough to God’s will, when we face God in judgment, He will 

grant us His grace and take us the rest of the way there. 

“There is a time and place for God’s grace. But don’t spend today relying on God’s grace. That will only lead 

you into sin like the Calvinists. Today, you need to work on your spiritual strength and your self-discipline. 

You need to hold yourself accountable and be responsible for yourself. God didn’t call you to rely on His 

grace today. He called you to step up to the plate and be the Christian He wants you to be. I know we won’t 

be perfect, but if we are sincere and try hard enough, God will give us His grace in the end.” 

Having set everybody straight, Stanley continued with his sermon hoping he wouldn’t have to keep dealing 

with this topic. 

1. Is Stanley right? Is this really what God’s grace is? Why or why not? 

2. Does grace do anything for our sins today? If so, what? 

3. What do you think is the purpose of God’s grace? 

Grace Lesson 5 

Relying on Jesus’ 
Grace Today 

Case Study 

Stanley Preaches 
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Key Passages: Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews 2:14-18; 4:14-16 

1. When Paul says God’s grace appeared in Titus 2:11, what was he talking about? 

2. What has God’s grace brought according to Titus 2:11-14? 

3. What does God’s grace train us to do? 

4. According to the Hebrews passages, what is Jesus able to do about our sins? 

5. When do we need grace? 

6. If we want to overcome temptation, where must we put our confidence? Why? 

Daily Living in Grace 

1. Did God sacrifice Jesus simply to make up the difference between your good and bad deeds in the end? 

Why or why not? 

2. Why can you have confidence in Jesus’ help when you are tempted? 

3. How can you rely on Jesus’ help when you are tempted today? 

4. How can you rely on Jesus’ help when you have fallen to temptation today? 

According to John 1:1-18, Jesus Christ is the Word. He is God. In Him is life. His life enlightens us. He does 

this right now. He is the grace of God in our lives right now. God is not waiting for the judgment to apply His 

grace by making up for our bad deeds. He sent Jesus to give us life and enlighten us right now. He sent Jesus 

so we can overcome our bad works and be zealous for good works right now. Let’s rely on God’s grace in our 

time of need; let’s rely on Jesus and overcome. 
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“Larry,” Phil began, “you go to church. I’m just not sure Jesus could save me. Tell me, how do you know 

you’re saved?” 

Larry had been looking for an opportunity like this since he had started working with Phil. Phil was pretty 

worldly: a drinker, gambler, partyer, and philanderer. Larry, a Christian, had wanted to talk to Phil about 

straightening up his life, but never could find the right time. However, things had been going pretty poorly in 

Phil’s life lately, and he was looking for some answers in different places. Since he knew Larry went to 

church somewhere, he thought he’d ask him about it. 

Larry launched in. 

“I’m so glad you asked, Phil. I’ve been wanting to talk to you about this for a long time. I know I’m saved 

because I’ve done what God told me to. I got baptized several years ago for the remission of my sins. Since 

then, I’ve been attending a church that follows God’s Word. We take the Lord’s Supper every Sunday and 

only on Sunday, just like the Bible says. We don’t worship with instruments like a bunch of other churches do 

because the Bible doesn’t authorize it. We don’t have a fellowship hall or a gymnasium. I go to church every 

time the doors are open.  

“But that is just the church. In my personal life, I don’t drink or do drugs. I’ve never committed adultery and 

have always been faithful to my wife. I don’t go to wild parties. I don’t go to bars. While most people give 

only 10%, I give 15% of my income to the church every week. 

“Phil, I know you’ve been having a tough time. But I believe in you. If you start going to church with me, get 

baptized, and start working at it, Jesus will save you too. I know He will. He is just that powerful.” 

1. Whose righteousness is Larry trusting to save him? 

2. Will Larry’s trust work? Why or why not? 

3. What would you have said to this seeker? 

Grace Lesson 6 

God’s Righteousness, 
Not Mine 

Case Study 

Larry & Phil 



Grace: God’s Power to Overcome Sin 

 

  
Page 14 

 
  

Key Passages: Luke 18:9-24; Romans 9:30-10:4 

1. In Luke 18:9-14, why was the tax collector justified while the Pharisee wasn’t? 

2. How do the little children of Luke 18:15-17 contrast with the Pharisee of vss. 9-14? 

3. In whom or in what did the rich young ruler of Luke 18:18-24 trust? 

4. In Romans 9:30-10:4, why is it surprising that the Gentiles attained righteousness and Israel did not? 

5. What is God’ righteousness? Why didn’t Israel submit to God’s righteousness? 

6. To what did Jesus put an end according to Romans 10:4? 

Daily Living in Grace 

1. If you believe you are saved because of how well you keep Christ’s law, are you more like the Gentiles or 

Israel in Romans 9:30-10:4? Why? 

2. How can you create your own stumbling block that keeps you from God’s righteousness? 

3. Why won’t your own righteousness save you? 

4. How will pursuing faith in Jesus give you righteousness? 

Too many Christians think we are saved when our good outweighs our bad. Therefore, we strive to keep a 

checklist of laws to convince ourselves we are good enough to receive eternal life. But that is establishing our 

own righteousness and will never work. We must not pursue righteousness through law, but instead pursue 

Jesus through faith. 
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At the Westside Church of Christ, there are two sisters who are looked up to by most of the congregation—

Janice and Carissa. To the outside observer, the two sisters look like they are cut from the same cloth. They 

always attend and often lead the ladies’ Bible studies. They are always among the first to have food prepared 

for families in need. They both visit the widows and shut-ins. They are quick to call someone who is strug-

gling and pray with her. They take notes during the sermons. They never miss a class or assembly unless they 

are really, really sick. 

However, when asked why they do all these things, it becomes quite apparent that these two sisters couldn’t 

be more different. 

Janice responds, “Why do I do all of this? Why wouldn’t I? I want to be justified by Christ. I want God to 

give me His grace. If I keep working hard, doing my best, and growing in all these good works, then when I 

see God in judgment He’ll let me go to heaven. I just don’t understand why more people don’t work harder. 

They must not want to go to heaven as badly as I do. I’m a little worried though because I had a bad day last 

week and forgot to visit a sister in the hospital. I hope God’s grace will cover that one. I’m going to visit her 

twice this week and trust God will take that into account.” 

Carissa responds, “Why do I do all of this? Why wouldn’t I? Do you know what God has done for me? He 

sent His Son to die for me even though I was a wretched sinner. He has adopted me, cleansed me, redeemed 

me, and saved me by His grace. I’ve always wanted to serve God better, but now He is giving me the strength 

to do just that. I’m so overjoyed by His grace that I can’t help but spend time with Him praying and studying 

His word. I want to pass on the good He has done for me to others. I don’t always do everything I’d like, but 

God has saved me and that’s enough to keep me going when things don’t go my way.” 

Yep. These two sisters couldn’t be more different. 

1. Which of these two sisters is trying to be saved by law and which one is saved by grace? 

2. What is Janice’s motivation for her behavior? What is Carissa’s? 

3. How will seeking salvation Janice’s way affect our lives? What about Carissa’s way? 

Grace Lesson 7 

Grace through Faith, 
Not Law 

Case Study 

Janice and Carissa 
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Key Passages: Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 4:13-17; Galatians 1:6-7; 2:14-16;  

3:10-14; 5:4, 22-23 

1. According to Ephesians 2:8-9, how are we saved? 

2. According to Romans 4:13-17, what does law bring? What does the promise rest on? 

3. What are we doing when we do not seek to be saved by grace through faith according to Galatians 1:6-7? 

4. According to Galatians, who will be saved by keeping law? Why? 

5. According to Galatians 5:4, who has fallen from grace? Why? 

6. What fruit will we bear when we live by grace through faith according to Galatians 5:22-23? 

Daily Living in Grace 

1. How many of God’s laws do you have to keep to go to heaven based on law-keeping? How have you 

done at that? 

2. If Paul repeatedly demonstrated that he was saved by grace and not by obeying God’s law, why do you 

think he obeyed God? 

3. Why should you obey God? 

4. How does God’s grace produce the fruit of the Spirit within you through faith? 

Obviously we are under Christ’s law. If there were no law, there would be no sin. If there were no sin, there 

would be no need for grace. But law cannot save. No law can save, neither the Old or the New. Only Christ’s 

grace can save us, not our law-keeping. Grace, therefore, is our motivation to obey God, not our reward for 

obeying Him. Further, living by faith in God and His grace produces the Spirit’s fruit in our lives, against 

such there is no law. 
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Steve and Jim arrived at the Pearly Gates about the same time. As they awaited judgment, Steve began to talk. 

“I know I’m getting into heaven. I have never cheated on my wife. Not that I haven’t wanted to, but I’ve al-

ways kept myself in control. I’ve never hit anyone. Not to mention, I have been a real activist for good. I’ve 

done mission trips in Africa, helping starving children get the medical attention they need. I was the president 

of my local Rotary club on several occasions. We did lots of things to make sure business dealings in my 

home town were done ethically. Over all, I’ve just been a really good guy. I’m not saying I haven’t done some 

bad things. After all, I’m only human. But pretty much I think I’m good. I even went to church most weeks. I 

know this is going to turn out well for me.” Steve stood there beaming. 

Jim didn’t have much to say. “Well, I guess my record isn’t as good as yours. I spent a few years in jail for 

stealing. It was pretty rough there and I got involved in a gang. We got in a gang fight and I killed one of the 

guards. That got me locked away for a long time. Things were just getting worse for me in there. I am thank-

ful, however, for my friend Dennis. He started coming to the jail to teach people about Jesus and the Bible. 

That really hit me. I was baptized just two weeks ago. The Bible says that means I’m saved. But I guess I’ll 

take whatever judgment God gives me because I know He’ll do right.” 

“That’s it?” Steve said. “You got baptized? That’s your only good work? Good luck with that one. I guess 

you won’t be spending eternity with me.” Steve chuckled smugly and turned away. 

When the angel called the men forward, he spoke to Steve first. “I’ve been perusing your life’s file. I see you 

have quite an impressive record for doing good things. However, you weren’t good enough to get in here. I’m 

sorry, you may not enter.” Steve was directed away amid his great protests. The angel turned to Jim who was 

sure he would never make it if a guy like Steve wasn’t good enough to get into heaven. The angel smiled. 

“Ah, Jim. I am so glad to see you. The Lord told me you are one of His. He is your Advocate. Gratefully, He 

is good enough to let you in here and has wiped your file clean. Welcome to your new home.”  

1. Why didn’t all those good works save Steve? 

2. Is this fair? Why or why not? 

3. Who actually goes to heaven? 

Grace Lesson 8 

Christ’s Goodness, 
Not Mine 

Case Study 

Steve and Jim 
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Key Passages: Matthew 20:1-16; Philippians 2:12-13; Hebrews 10:14 

1. Why would many think the pay for the laborers in Matthew 20:1-16 was unfair? 

2. What did the early laborers really have a problem with? 

3. Why were all the laborers paid the same? 

4. According to Hebrews 10:14, what has God done for us? 

5. According to Hebrews 10:14, by what has God perfected us? 

6. Why did Paul encourage the Philippians to continue working out their salvation in fear and trembling? 

Daily Living in Grace 

1. What happens when you compare yourself to others? 

2. How good do you have to be to save yourself? Who is good enough to save you? 

3. If Jesus’ job is perfecting you, what do you think is your job? 

4. Why would someone keep serving God even though they’ve sinned repeatedly? 

5. When you stand before God in judgment, why will you go to heaven? 

Many Christians worry that they just haven’t been good enough to go to heaven. When we go to heaven, it 

will not be because we were good enough, but because Jesus is good enough. It will not be because of our 

good works. It will be because of Jesus’ good work on the cross. Being saved by grace means having faith in 

Christ’s goodness, not our performance.  



Grace: God’s Power to Overcome Sin 

 

  
Page 19 

 
  

It was a very sad moment. Stacy and Joey were in tears and brother Simmons, an elder of their congregation, 

was certain they were sincere. Stacy and Joey were engaged and had been dating for a couple of years. They 

were waiting until they both graduated college to get married. That would be another two years. Sadly, they 

had been sexually active for about 6 months. Neither of them wanted that. They both knew it was wrong. 

They said they had fought it off for a long time. They had prayed about it, read scripture together, started go-

ing to gospel meetings and Bible studies as their dates, but when they got back to Stacy’s apartment things 

almost always turned sexual. They needed help and more prayer so they were meeting with one of their el-

ders. 

Brother Simmons was very understanding. They cried and prayed together. But then it came time for the ad-

vice. He said, “Well, guys, I see two options. Either get married now or quit being alone together.” 

“What?” Joey said. “There’s nothing wrong with being alone. How can we get to know each other better if we 

aren’t alone together? We just want God’s way of escape so we’ll stop having sex.” 

“Right,” brother Simmons responded, “and this is the way of escape. Would you do these sexual things if Sta-

cy’s roommate was with you or if you were out with a group of people?” 

“Well, no,” Joey replied. 

“Then it seems obvious; if you want to quit this sin, you need to quit being alone together in private places.” 

They didn’t spend too much time arguing about this with brother Simmons. But when Joey dropped Stacy off 

at her apartment, he said he thought brother Simmons was just wrong. “There is nothing sinful about us being 

alone together. He can’t tell us that. I’m not buying it. I’ll come on in tonight. We’ll just pray harder and see 

if that helps.” 

1. Why wasn’t this couple able to quit going too far sexually? 

2. How was legalism and self-reliance destroying this couple? 

3. What do you think of this elder’s advice to them? 

Grace Lesson 9 

Surrender 

Case Study 

Joey and Stacy 
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Key Passages: Matthew 26:39, 51-54; Romans 13:14; I Corinthians 10:12-13;  

Galatians 2:20-21 

1. Consider Matthew 26:39, 51-54. Could Jesus have beaten Satan with His power and stayed off the cross? 

Explain your answer. 

2. How did Jesus actually defeat Satan? 

3. According to I Corinthians 10:12-13, when will we fall? Why do you think that is so? 

4. How did Paul claim we could overcome sin? 

5. According to Romans 13:14, what will hinder us from surrendering to God’s way of escape? Why? 

6. What is surrendering to Christ according to Galatians 2:20? 

7. According to Galatians 2:20-21, how does our surrender verify God’s grace in our lives? 

Daily Living in Grace 

1. How can you be crucified with Christ and let Him live in you? 

2. What’s the difference between these attitudes: “Jesus, watch me live for you” and “Jesus, live in me”? 

3. Many have said, “Half measures avail nothing.” How is providing for the lusts of the flesh pursuing half 

measures? How can you conquer that? 

Jesus did not use His power to avoid the cross even though He didn’t want to drink that cup. Instead, He sur-

rendered to the Father and was crucified. We can only win the battle against sin if we follow Jesus’ example. 

Instead of using our power, we need to crucify ourselves with Jesus, letting Him live in us, surrendering to 

His grace and the Father’s way of escape. 
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Mitch was so excited to get an opportunity to talk about his faith with a co-worker. Sam and Mitch had 

worked together for years. Mitch, a Christian, knew that Sam was a member of a local denominational church 

that didn’t teach the truth about God’s plan for salvation. He had been looking for opportunities to start a dis-

cussion with Sam and the perfect opportunity had come up. Sam had started talking about a sermon his pastor 

had presented to a fellow co-worker and Mitch happened to join the conversation just as Sam said, “It is so 

great to know that we are saved by God’s grace.” 

Mitch jumped in. “While it is true that we are saved by God’s grace, God’s grace will only do so much. You 

have to repent, confess, and be baptized too. You have to quit sinning. I had to quit drinking and going to the 

casinos. Then you need to go to church regularly. And it needs to be a church that does things right, like tak-

ing the Lord’s Supper every Sunday. Have you been doing those things? Have you quit sinning?” 

Sam responded, “Well, I’m doing the best I can. I’ve changed in a lot of ways that I’m thankful for. But I ha-

ven’t completely quit. I’m still struggling. But I keep on serving the Lord the best I can because I know He is 

saving me by His grace. I mean, have you quit sinning?” 

Mitch wasn’t expecting that question. “Well…I mean…uh, I’ve given up my sins. I’m not saying I’m perfect 

or anything. But I’m trying really hard. I just hope that I’m doing good enough to get to heaven.” 

“Wow,” Sam said, “it must be tough at your church. If I kept hearing that I had to be good enough to go to 

heaven, I’d have probably given up a long time ago. Knowing that I’m saved by grace has really set me free 

to get back to the Lord even when I’ve messed up. What keeps you going?” 

Mitch had never thought about it like this. He just repeated himself. “I just know that I have to try really, real-

ly hard and if I do good enough, then I might make it. That’s what I’m shooting for.” 

1. What should these two men be able to agree on in this story? Why? 

2. What do you think about the way Mitch responded to Sam? 

3. How would you have responded? 

Grace Lesson 10 

Keeping Grace Pure 

Case Study 

Mitch and Sam 



Grace: God’s Power to Overcome Sin 

 

  
Page 22 

 
  

Key Passages: Romans 5:20-6:2; Ephesians 2:1-10 

1. According to Romans 5:20-21, what abounds as sin increases? 

2. According to Romans 6:1-2, is abounding grace permission for the Christian to sin? Why or why not? 

3. Did Paul realize some people would abuse God’s grace? How do you know? 

4. Consider Ephesians 2:1-10, even though Paul knew people would abuse the teaching, was he afraid to 

teach we are saved by grace? How do you know? 

5. Why would Paul continue to teach grace if he knew some would abuse it? 

Daily Living in Grace 

1. How have you seen grace abused? 

2. Have you ever feared teaching that we are saved by grace? Why? 

3. How would you respond to someone who says, “Since people abuse grace, we need to take the safer 

course and not talk about it so much?” 

4. If we don’t teach grace because we fear others may abuse it, where will that lead us? 

5. Who is doing wrong when you teach the truth about grace and someone else abuses it? Who is doing 

wrong if you cease to teach grace because someone might abuse it? 

Many people abuse grace, thinking they can rely on it as a license to sin. We must not respond to this by tak-

ing grace for granted. That is, we must not think we can avoid talking about it, teaching on it, and relying on it 

in hopes to stop people from abusing it. That only leads us to rely on ourselves and abandon God’s grace. 

When we trade dependence on God’s grace for dependence on our obedience, we give up the power to over-

come sin and the hope of salvation. 
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The last few years had been tough for Mark. While in college, he had gotten his first credit card and started 

living beyond his means. He didn’t realize the problems this would cause. He rarely stopped to consider if he 

needed something. He rarely stopped to consider if he could afford something. He had believed the commer-

cials when they said he had a right to the things he wanted. It never occurred to him that buying and buying 

and buying, even though he didn’t really have the money, was a potential sign of covetousness. In fact, he 

never considered it any kind of problem until the fights with his wife started.  

Every month they fought over money. When the kids came along it got worse. That’s when medical bills 

started and the clothing needs increased. They were making it until Mark was shockingly turned down for a 

credit card. He was maxed out. With two car payments, a house payment, a boat payment, medical bills, and 

credit card debt, the banks decided he was no longer worth the risk. That was especially true since he was 

having to take turns on various months for which bills he would actually pay.  

That’s when he called one of the elders to get some help. The elders sat down with Mark and his wife and 

helped them develop a budget. They cut up all the credit cards, sold the boat, and one of the cars. Mark was 

willing to do anything at that point because he was tired of the creditors’ calls and tired of fighting with his 

wife. He admitted that he was powerless over his finances and just needed to surrender himself to God and 

His grace, letting God’s way govern his finances. And God had helped. They were paying off debt. He had 

received a promotion. Things were moving in the right direction. They argued much less. They knew how 

much money they had and were never afraid that a check would bounce. They were really breathing easier. 

So, when the latest credit card offer came in the mail, Mark decided it was okay to get back in the credit busi-

ness. He had everything under control now. It wasn’t going to be a problem for him. He wouldn’t tell the el-

ders who were helping him with his budgeting. He would just take care of it because he could now. 

1. What do you think is going to happen with this credit card? 

2. How does the decision to get a card demonstrate he is depending on his own strength instead of God’s? 

3. If he were growing in grace, what decision would he have made about this card? Why? 

Grace Lesson 11 

Growing in Grace 

Case Study 

Mark 
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Key Passages: II Peter 1:5-11; 3:18; Philippians 1:21-23; 2:12-13; 3:12 

1. What does it mean to grow in grace (II Peter 3:18)? 

2. What will we work on to grow in God’s grace according to II Peter 1:5-11? 

3. What is the result of growing in the characteristics taught in II Peter 1:5-11? 

4. If we are to grow in the above characteristics, what does that mean about where we are today? 

5. Why, according to Philippians 2:12-13, can we have confidence to keep working even though we keep 

messing up? 

6. Read Philippians 3:12; 1:21-23. Was Paul perfect? Where was he going if he died in that state? 

Daily Living in Grace 

1. Growing in grace implies that you will depend more on God’s grace when you’ve been a Christian for 25 

years than at 25 days. Why would that be? 

2. If God’s grace is power to overcome sin, what does it mean for you to depend on God’s grace? 

3. How does God’s grace help you when you have sinned? 

4. Why will you go to heaven? 

We tend to think grace is God’s ability to overlook sin. Rather, grace is God’s power to overcome sin. There-

fore, we need to depend more and more on Him and His grace both in the face of temptation and in the face of 

our failures. As we grow in grace, we learn God is working in us and we will succeed by His power and not 

our own. Therefore, no matter how many victories we’ve had, we will continue to rely on God’s grace to 

overcome. Thus, our dependence on God’s grace grows every day. 
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Sarah was beat. She simply couldn’t handle life anymore. In fact, she had just about decided the only solution 

was to end it all. Her parents divorced when she was young. She had bounced back and forth between them. 

Her mom had married four more times. Her dad never married again; he simply shacked up with woman after 

woman after woman. They had tried to use Sarah against each other. It is not surprising that she started hang-

ing out with a bad crowd in high school. She started taking drugs. That led her to start sleeping with some of 

the guys she hung out with in order to get her fixes.  

She got so fed up with the bouncing back and forth that she finally decided to move out. She dropped out of 

school and ran away. She started by living with a boyfriend she had who was out of school and had his own 

place with some friends. But that wasn’t making ends meet for her so she turned to prostitution. 

She had been diagnosed with several venereal diseases. She had been beaten by multiple clients. She was dis-

tressed over the two abortions she had a few years ago. She tried to call her dad once, but he didn’t want any-

thing to do with her. And who could blame him? Who would want to have anything to do with her after the 

life she had lived. 

That was when the reporter, Max, had come to the street doing a news piece on prostitution in the city. He had 

asked the right questions and she opened up. She told him everything about her life, her childhood, her drugs, 

her prostitution, her abortions, her miserable life. She even let him know she was thinking of suicide. Max 

was a Christian and had never met anyone in this situation. He was at a loss for words. He didn’t really know 

what to tell her. He simply asked, “Have you ever considered going to church somewhere? 

“Church, are you crazy! Why on earth would I go there. I feel bad enough about myself. They would just 

make me feel worse.”
1
 

1. Why were people like Sarah often attracted to Jesus and yet today are often repulsed by Christians? 

2. What kind of place should a congregation be? 

3. Why should Christians reach out to “this kind” of sinner? 

                                                           
1
 This case study was adapted from a story told in Philip Yancey’s book, “What’s So Amazing about Grace.” 

Grace Lesson 12 

Being God’s Grace 
In the World 

Case Study 

Sarah and Max 
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Key Passages: Ephesians 2:8-10; Luke 15:11-32 

1. According to Ephesians 2:8-10, why did God save us by His grace? 

2. What are the good works which God prepared beforehand for us to walk in? 

3. In Luke 15:11-32, why did the father run to and embrace the prodigal when he returned? 

4. What did the father require from his son before feeling compassion for him? 

5. Why didn’t the older brother approve of the father’s compassion? 

Daily Living in Grace 

1. Which character or characters in the story of the prodigal have you been? Why? 

2. How should God’s grace impact you in relation to others? 

3. Give an example of someone being God’s grace in your life. How did that impact you? 

4. How can you view the world more as the Father does? 

5. How can you treat sinners more like the Father does? 

 

God didn’t give His grace simply to save us. He had a bigger purpose in mind. He wanted to make us more 

like Him. He gave us His grace that we may be His grace to others. He was good to us that we may be good to 

others. He forgave us that we may forgive others. He was compassionate to us that we may be compassionate 

to others. He blessed us that we may be a blessing to others. This is the promise of God’s grace. 
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1. What are some of the greatest lessons you learned this quarter? 

2. What did you find most helpful in this class? 

3. Has your view of grace changed this quarter? If so, how? 

4. What passages helped you understand grace the most? 

5. What issues about grace still confuse you? Why? 

6. If someone asked you if you are saved, what would you say? Why? 

  

Grace Lesson 13 

God’s Grace  
in Review 

Review 
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In 1988, I was in training at Sheppard Air Force Base in Wichita Falls, Texas. I will never forget the 

name of my roommate; it was also David. One night David and I were discussing salvation. I can 

clearly remember telling David I could never really know if I was going to heaven. My lack of as-

surance puzzled and concerned him. I was a Christian, I went to church, and I tried to be good for 

the most part. One would naturally conclude that someone who wasn't sure if they were going to 

heaven would be fearful enough to avoid sin. That was definitely not so in my case. Despite my ef-

forts to do good, I was still enslaved to sin. Gratefully, since then, God has continued to give me 

more opportunities to understand the power of His grace. The truth is God's grace is the only thing 

that has given me victory over my sin. I’m not perfect, but I am progressing by God’s grace beyond 

anything I ever accomplished on my own. I pray we will continue to grow in His grace together. 

—David Roberts 

 

I’ve been preaching full-time for over 15 years now. And while I have often been complimented for 

the balanced nature of my preaching, I’ve recognized a serious gap. I’ve probably preached close to 

a thousand times but rarely have I preached on grace. Well, I’ve preached on how we can fall from 

grace. But I’ve rarely preached on how God’s grace really does save us and really does help us. I 

have been one of those Christians we discussed in lesson 10. I’ve been so afraid of people abusing 

grace, that I have avoided it. And what a blessing I’ve missed out on. What a blessing my audiences 

have missed out on. Preparing for this class has been life changing. I hope going through it has been 

as well. I’m less afraid of grace now. I hope you are too. I’m more excited about my life as a Chris-

tian because of God’s grace. I hope you are too. May God bless us as we grow in His grace; more 

importantly, may we bless God because of His grace. 

—Edwin L. Crozier 
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