Joseph:
A Forgiving
Savior

STARCHING | O R,

“After two whole years” (Gen <) in pricon becauge he was faleely accused, Joseph ig called for by
Pharach himgelf. Pharoah hag had two digturbing dreamg that no one could interpret (<:-8):
@ Why did geven thin . ST\ |

eat up geven healthy cows? S =

@ Why did seven gick earg of

swallow up seven healthy earg of grain?

“The dreamg of Pharach are one,” Jogeph telle
the king. “God hag revealed to Pharaoh what he ig about to do” (41:25)—"geven years of great
plenty...but after them...ceven years of " (41:29-30).

Who does Pharach select to prepare Eqypt for the devastating famine? Joseph. Who gete gent
multiple timeg by their father to Eqypt when the famine becomes “severe over all the earth™?
Joseph’s brothers (Gen 42-4<). Whose help do they need in order to urvive? Joseph’s. Who
hag the power to do with them whatever he wants in their mogt degperate moment of need? Joseph.
When he revealg hig true identity to them, “they were diemayed at hie presence” (45:3). But notice
how kind Joseph wag to hig brothers:

“...do not be distresged or angry with yourselves because you gold me here, for

sent me before you to pregerve life... it wag not you who gent me here, but God.” (45:5-8)
Years later, when Jogeph’s brotherg are afraid that he will finally take revenge on them after their
father’s death, Jogeph clearly chooges forgivenegs (50:15-21).
What does thie have to do with our cearch for our King? From hig own crogg, the Savior of the

world prayed, “Father, them, for they know not what they do” (Luke

2.3:34). Jogeph gaved hie family from a famine; Jegug ie willing and able to gave anyone from sin,
and it wag all according to the amazing plan of God (Acte 3:12-(5, [7-20).



FOUNDATION STONES

€ Jogeph forgave hig brothers and helped them when they couldn’t

help themgelves.

& What doeg it mean to “forgive” comeone?

& Can you find Ephesians 4:31-32 in your Bible? WHY chould we be willing to forgive

other people, even when they’ve been mean to ug?

FAMILY TREE Building Blocks:
€ We're working on learning the family tree that ctarte with Abraham and leads all the way to
Jegug, our King. Remember? “In you all the families of the earth ehall be blesged” (Gen (2:2).

Jacob had 12 gong!
Do you know the name of each one?
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