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Lact week we learned that love is the commitment of an imperfect
percon to honor a perfect God. Can you find | John < again in your
Bible? Let’s read | John <l together:

Beloved, if God 20 loved ug, we aleo

to love one another.
(God ie our Creator. He can tell ug what ie right and true and good. He
can tell ug what we ought to do. And he HAS. ..
“If you in my word, you are truly my digciples, and you will know the
truth, and the truth will get you free.” (John 8:31-32)
But what doeg thig have to do with love?

For thig ie the love of God, that we hie commandments. And hig

commandmentg are not burdengome. (| John 5:3)

And thig ig love, that we according to hig commandments... (2 John 6)

“If you me, you will keep my commandmente.” (John [4:(5)

God loves ug, and becauge he loves ug, he alwayg telle ug the truth—about himeelf and about
ourselveg. But sometimeg, the truth about what we need, or where we ought to do better, or what
we’re doing wrong ie hard to hear.

Sadly, a lot of people have the wrong idea. They think that if you “love” me, you'll never tell me
gomething that’s hard for me to hear, or agk gomething of me that will be hard for me to give, or hurt
my feelingg, or tell me [ need to do better. But ligten carefully to Mark [0:(7-22.

Becauge God loves me, he tells me the truth. Truth teaches, reproves, corrects, and traing
(2 Timothy 3:16-17). God expecte me to learn the truth, know the truth, walk in truth, tell the truth,
and abide in the truth because only the truth can et me free (John 8:32).



FOUNDATION STONES

We heard Mr. Jagon cay that a lot of people have the wrong idea r
about love. Love DOESN’T \L

mean you'll never hurt my feelingg,

or you'll never agk me to do the right thing even when [ don’t
really want to, or you'll never tell me [ need to do better. Let’s
think about that... why ig it NOT really love for a parent, or
grandparent, or teacher to just tell me what [ want to hear and

let me do whatever [ want all the time?

Can you think of any examples from the Old Testament or the New Testament where people were told
thinge they may not have wanted to hear, but they were told anyway BECAUSE they were loved?

Can you find Ephesiane 415 in your Bible? Thig ie what we’re ALL being called to do and be.
Ligten carefully to thig verse and fill in thege really important blanke:

“Rather, epeaking the in

we are to grow up in every way into him who ig the head, into Chrigt...”
Keep your Bible open there to Ephesians 4 and let’s do a little bit of gearching together.

& According o Ephesiane 4:2, where i the truth? What does that mean?
€ According to Ephesiane 4:25, what are we to epeak to our neighbore? What does that mean?

& According to Epheciane 51-2, what are we o walk in? Why? What does that mean?



