Who Were the

BUIDING 1=>

Can you find Luke 6 again in your Bible? Listen to what we find in Luke 6:(3-16:

And when day came, he called hig digciples and choge from them twelve, whom he named apogtles:

Different,
But Unted

4
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Simon, whom he named Peter, and Andrew hig brother, and Jameg and John, and Bhilip, and
Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomag, and Jameg the gon of Alphaeug, and Simon who wag
called the Zealot, and Judag the gon of Jameg, and Judag lscariot, who became a traitor.
Who WERE these apostles? Let’s look into the background of
just a few of them to gee what we can learn...
& Deter, Andrew, Jameg, and John were
(Matthew 4:18-22).
& Matthew [aleo known ag Levi] wag 4 collector
who wag working for the Roman Empire (Matthew 9:9-3).
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& Simon wag called “the

Zealote hated the Roman Empire and people who worked for

the Empire (like tax collectors).
Thege men would NOT have been best friende! They didn’t have much in common. They came from
different places, with different backgroundg; they had different friends and different ways of looking at
the world. But what did they have in common? . Jeaug called them to follow

him. Jesug etarted teaching and changing their lives. They were VERY different, but they grew to be
united around Jesug ag the Son of God.

What Jegus did in the lives of these men wag jugt the beginning of what he would eventually do in
the life of hig church (Ephesiane 2:(5-22). The church i¢ made up of VERY different people with
different backgrounds from different parte of the world, but we can all be united around Jesue.

Let’s thank God for what he showed us in the lives of the apostles!



FOUNDATION STONES

Our God ie AMAZINGLY creative! There are LOTS of thinge that r B .,

make people different from each other. Can you think of any

examples? What makes ug different but VERY gpecial to our
Father in heaven?

We may look different from each other, come from different familieg, and have different intereste, but
we have the GREATEST thinge in common. What gort of thinge?

Being a part of a church family i¢ a great reminder that people who come from different places, with
different backgrounds, different friende, and different interegte can be united by Jesug. Can you think

of anyone in our church family who hag a connection to you becauge of their connection to Jesug?

Let’s open our Bibleg to John [ and learn
Matthew 4:20

hOw a3 COUp[Q O{ ,‘.he O{,her apogﬂeg g.l.arfed At once they left their nets and followed him.

following Jesug. What can we learn from...

& Dhilip (John [44-45)?

& Nathanael (John [46-5()?




