
 

Actions of the Apostles  

 
  

 
  The book of Acts shows the beginning of God’s church and the rapid spread of the Gospel into the four 
corners of the planet. The book of Acts is often considered the bridge between the Gospels and the Epistles. 
In Acts we find example after example of lives being changed by the powerful message that was preached. 
Acts shows us great illustrations of faith, conviction and courage. This quarter we will trace the Actions of the 
Apostles. This study will focus upon the first twelve chapters of Acts. Each week we will uncover wonderful 

lessons about those first Christians. This study ought to be a help for us.  
 
 
 
 

  A. The Promises of God (1:1-11) 
 - this is the last time Jesus is seen physically on earth 
 
 
 
 - There are Two Promises: 
 (1) The promise of the __________________ of the Holy Spirit  
 (2) The Promise of Christ’s ________________ 
 
  B. The Appointing of a new apostle (1:12-26) 
  

The Faith of the Early Disciples

Quick Overview  
   
A. Acts was written by Luke and 

is considered Volume two of 
his writings 

 - The Gospel of Luke & 
 Acts comprise 30% of 
 the N.T.  
  
 - Luke often puts himself 
 in historical account 
 
 - Luke includes numerous 
 names and places that 
 could be verified 
 
B. There are two running outlines 
 in Acts: 
 It follows the spread of the 

Gospel from Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria into all the 
world (1:8) 

 
 It follows Peter (ch 1-12)  
 It follows Paul (13-28) 
 
1. One of the key words in Acts 

 is: witness (used 29x) 
 
    - The Greek word, martus 
 where we get our word  
 “martyr”  
 
2. Acts is written with an 
 apologetic tone 

There are at least three other times Jesus appeared. 

Can you name them? 

Descriptive Faith of Those Early Disciples 
1. They believed in the ____________________ Christ (3) 
2. They believed in _______________ other (12-14) 
3. They believed in ________________ (15) 
4. They believed in God’s __________________ (16-23) 

The writings of John: 33,719 words 

The writings of Paul: 33,831 words 

The writings of Luke: 49,869 words 

 Introduction: Luke writes the gospel letter with his name and this account about the 
“Actions of the Apostles.” Today let’s see the powerful opening of the kingdom of God and the 
response of those who accepted the message of salvation in Christ.

I. Power & Preaching from the Holy Spirit (2:1-13) 

• Pentecost fully come 50 days after Passover 10 days since Jesus ascended.
• Who are “they” in verse 1? _____________________ (Luke 24:45-53; Acts 1:4-5;  Acts 1:21-26
• “In one place” Where? __________________
• When has fire been associated with God speaking in other Scriptures?
• When the apostles began to “speak in other tongues” what were they  

speaking? ___________________   _______________________ (Acts 2:8)
• Jews from all over the Roman empire were present and heard.

Law of Moses (Mt. Sinai) Gospel of Jesus (Mt. Zion - Jerusalem)

50 Days after Passover in Egypt Pentecost 50 days after Passover observance

God’s presence illustrated by signs (Ex. 19:18) Signs of a sound of wind and symbols of fire

3,000 died (Exodus 32:28) 3,000 saved 

Fear of the people (Exodus 19:16) Rejoicing of the people (v. 46)

Pentecost was an offering of first fruits First fruits of the gospel from all nations

Power, Preaching and People 



II. Peter’s Inspired Sermon (2:14-41)

• Why is Peter the one who speaks? _______________________________________________
• Peter’s words are recoded (“Peter, standing with the eleven” - “They” - Apostles)

• vs. 16-21 Joel’s prophecy (Joel 2:28-32)
• vs. 22-24 Jesus’ works, wonders, signs, killed, buried, arose
• vs. 25-28 David’s prophecy (Psalm 16:8-11) & fulfillment
• vs. 34-35 David’s prophecy (Psalm 110:1)

• The conviction of the audience
• “Therefore...” vs. 36 - What is Peter’s conclusion? _____________________________________
• Resonse v. 37
• Acts 2:38  - And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit.”

• The “gift of the Holy Spirit” is either “a gift from the Holy Spirit” or “a gift which con-
sists of the Holy Spirit.”

• For further study consider: John 7:37-39; Acts 5:29-32; Rom. 8:1-27; 1 Cor. 3:16-17; Gal. 3:2; 
5:22-23; Eph. 1:13-14; 3:14-19; 1 John 4:12-13

• Note the relationship between verses 21 and 38 (cf. Matthew 7:21-23 and Acts 22:16)
• v. 40 “many other words”
• v. 41 - What were those who were baptized added to? ____________ & _________________

• Acts 8:12; Acts 14:22; Acts 19:8; Acts 20:25; Acts 28:23; Acts 28:31; Colossians 1:13-18

III. Fellowship & Dedication of Christians (2:42-47)

• What were they devoting themselves to? 
• _______________________________ 
• _______________________________
• _______________________________
• _______________________________

• Who were doing “wonders and signs”? ______________________________
• What were fellow Christians willing to do for one another?  

________________________________________________________________________________
• Why might this have been practically necessary at this time?

________________________________________________________________________________


