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God had warned the children of lgrael all the way back in the days of Moges; if they would not keep
hig covenant, he would “bring a nation” o digeipline them (Deuteronomy 28:49-50); and that’e
exactly what he did with the Babylonian empire (2 Chronicles 36:15-(7).

In Daniel 2, after mighty King Nebuchadnezzar had conquered Jerugalem, destroyed the Temple,

and carried off many of the children of lerael to Babylon, he had dreame that no one could interpret...
no one except Daniel. [n Daniel 2:3-45, Nebuchadnezzar had dreamed of “a great image.”

“The head of thig image wag of fine , ite chest and armg of gilver, ite middle
and thighg of bronze, itg lege of , itg feet partly of iron and partly of clay. As
you looked, a stone wag cut out by no human hand, and it gtruck the image on ite feet of iron and

clay, and broke them in pieces... But the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and
filled the whole earth.” (2:32-35)

[n Daniel 2:38, Daniel made clear to the Babylonian king, “you are the head of
gold.” But “another kingdom” would arige after Babylon, “and yet a third kingdom”
(2:39). Bventually, “a fourth kingdom, strong ag iron” would rule the world (2:40).
And here wag the heart of Nebuchadnezzar’e dream and Daniel’s prophecy:

“And in the dayg of kinge the God of heaven will get
up a kingdom that ghall be degtroyed, nor ghall the
kingdom be left to another people... it shall etand forever...” (2:4.4)

What an incredible prophecy! “In the dayg of those kings...” What kings®? [n the
dayg of the Roman Empire, “the God of heaven” would et up “a
that ghall never be destroyed.”

More than 500 yearg later, a baby wag born in an eagily overlooked part of the
Roman Empire. In the daye of “Caesar Auguetus,” a Roman king (Luke 2:()—just
like God had promiged!—dJesus wag born in Bethlehem of Judea. Jegus ig the King
of a kingdom that will etand FOREVER!
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Can you fillin the blanks of the great statue
Nebuchadnezzar dreamed about?

- Head of gold:
Empire (625-539 BC)

- Chest and arme of silver: Medo-
Empire (539-331 BL)

- Middle and thighs of bronze:
Empire (33-63 BC)

- Legs of iron: Empire
(63 BC.- AD. 476)




