The Sign of
the Prophet
Jonah
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Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah... “Arige, to Nineveh, that great city, and
call out againgt i, for their evil hag come up before me.” (Jonah [1-2)

Nineveh wag a “great city” where more than 120,000 people lived. But they didn’t know or obey

God! So God wanted Jonah to go to them. “But Jonah roge to to Tarchigh from
the pregence of the LORD” (Jonah [:3). Why? The angwer
can be found in Jonah’e prayer to God in Jonah <2 %ssu‘m?/g o
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Jonah didn’t want the people of Nineveh to ligten to God.
He didn’t want God to be gracioug to them. He wanted them to be punighed. But could

Jonah REALLY run from God? Not at all (:4-16). Eventually, Jonah wag thrown into the gea and
awallowed by a great fish. “And Jonah wag in the belly of the fish _ daye and ___ nighte” (117).

But what does all of thig have to do with our search for our King? Ligten carefully to what
happened many years later in Matthew [2:38-4H:

Then gome of the gcribeg and Pharigees answered [Jesug), gaying, “Teacher, we wigh to gee 3

gign from you.” But he answered them, “An evil and adulteroug generation seeke for a gign, but no

sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet . For just a¢ Jonah

wag three daye and three nightg in the belly of the great figh, 2o will the Son of Man be three dayg

and three nighte in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will rige up at the judgment with thie

generation and condemn i, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, comething
than Jonah ie here.”

What did Jegug mean? What do we need to undergtand? Let’s talk about it...




FOUNDATION STONES 4

€  Can you find Jonah 4:2 again in your Bible? What did Jonah r B2V
know about God? A\

€ InJonah 4:4, God agked Jonah, “Oo you do well to be angry?” What did he mean? What wag
Jonah’e biggest problem?

€ What did Jesus mean by “the <ign of the prophet Jonah” in Matthew [2:39-40?

For NEXT Sunday:
We'll look into the prophecies in Micah 5, Zechariah 2-13, and Malachi <. What do they teach ug
about the Shepherd-King from Bethlehem? We'll talk about it...



