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There are 32 chapters, involving 12,000 words of
conversation between Job and his friends

e These are formal speeches (one speaks at a
time)

o The thoughts repeat and are accusatory

e Job feels compelled to answer each speech

e God includes these conversations for a reason

A. Two Immediate Things About Job’s Friends

1. They (2:11)
2. They in (2:12-13)
B. Job breaks the silence and speaks first (3:3-4,
11)
His words are r , h
S
e When a person speaks from pain they are often not
I ,F , B
- e Much too often we wear
- ) B to hide our
v j true feelings
Masks of: s ,
a people,
d , switching the
e And when we wear masks we people
from us
e And we continue to and

C. Four times Job asks "Why"” and his friends feel
compelled to tell him why (4:1-9)

e The situation grows worse (12:4; 16:1-3; 19:1-3)
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Three Failures of Job’s Friends

1. They were wrong about (1:8)
Their of Job was wrong
Their was wrong
Their view of was wrong

2. They failed their (2:11)

e Itis possible to make people feel by

what we say or do
God calls upon His people to
1 Thes 5:14; 1 Thes 4:18; Gal 6:1-2

Consider that Job’s Friends:

Never offered to with Job
Accused Job without knowing all the

Never invited Job to come with them
Never offered to rebuild his or get

Job back on his
Never brought him any chicken soup

3. They did not understand the nature of
and the value of
(42:7-8)

Jas 1:2-4
Trials and suffering are God's
where we learn some of the

Being a friend to Someone Who is Hurting

1. It takes some tough to do this

2. There are no through the
valleys

3. Wecan't everything

4. Offering your t , h and
S is often the best

5. Wrong is worse than advice

6. G your and use them
carefully

7. Don't make that you cannot
keep

8. Helping someone is most
important

9. God puts us in to be useful
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