
Lesson 12    

The Expectations of Self 
  
   In our last lesson, we looked at the Expectations of Heaven. Just a few left-overs from that study: 
 1. It seems that if Heaven is a real place, one ought to spell it with an upper-case letter.  
 2. The symbolic dimensions of Heaven are a square: 1,500 miles in length, height and width          
  (Rev 21:16) 
 3. The Descriptive picture of Heaven (Rev 21:1-9) 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
  A. One area that we don’t often consider in a study like this is “The Expectations of Self” 
 1. As we have seen in this study, the wrong  
  expectations can lead to major   
  disappointments. This is especially true a we 
  consider the expectations of self 
 

 2. There seems to be two opposite extremes spiritually 

What’s missing:  
 First things (21:4) 
 Sea (21:1) 
 Temple (21:22) 
 Sun and moon (21:23) 
 Night (21:25) 
 Unrighteous (21:27) 
 Curse (22:3) 

What’s there: 
 Life (22:2) 
 God (22:4) 
 Eternity (22:5) 

Overly High 

Expectations 

Perfectionist 

Little room for grace 

Demanding of self 

Constantly pushing 

 self 

Faith defined by duty 

 and obligation 

Hard to enjoy faith 

 because one 

 realizes that 

 he could do 

 more 

Never satisfied 

Difficulty forgiving self 

  

 

Very Low 

Expectations 

Difficulty believing God 

 loves you 

Sees self as “one 

 talent” or “no 

 talent” 

Often compares self to 

 others  

Hard to enjoy faith 

 because one 

 realizes that 

 they can’t do 

 much 

Hard to imagine self 

 being in 

 Heaven 

 

 

• Neither Christian 
 is joyous 

• Neither has 
 confidence of 
 Heaven 

• Neither one has 
 the right view 
 of self 

Rom 12:3 “not to think more 

 _______________ of 

 himself than he ought to 

 think” 

Phil 2:3 “...regard one another as 

 _____________  important 

 than yourselves” 

What impact does culture 

have on how we see 

ourselves? 

How does God see you? 

How do we change how we 

see ourselves? 

Biblically, how should I see 

myself? 
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• Neither Christian 
 is joyous 

• Neither has 
 confidence of 
 Heaven 

• Neither one has 
 the right view 
 of self 

Rom 12:3 “not to think more 

 _______________ of 

 himself than he ought to 

 think” 

Phil 2:3 “...regard one another as 

 _____________  important 

 than yourselves” 

What impact does culture 

have on how we see 
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Very ________ 

Expectations 


