
  

The English Bible   

 
 
  It is important for us to understand the value of God’s word 
 - source of faith (Rom 10:17) 
 - purpose is to save us (Jn 20:31) 
 - what will judge us (Jn 12:48) 
 - product where we know what is right and wrong (2 Tim 3:16-17) 

1. From the original languages 
(Hebrew & Greek) the Bible 
was first translated into Latin 

• By the year A.D. 200 the Bible was translated into 7 languages (today the Bible is in 3500 languages) 
 
2. Jerome in A.D. 383 translated the Bible into Latin (using older Latin versions and manuscripts) 
  - for 1200 years this was the standard Bible of the Western world 
  - 1546 the Council of Trent made this the official Bible of the Catholic Church 

Can you tell me where my Bible came from? 

Where God placed the Bible 
Above spiritual gifts (1 Cor 13:9-10) 
Above voice of apostles and angels 
 (Gal 1:8) 

The word “Scripture” means 
graphics or writing. It came to be 
known only as God’s sacred word  

• The word “Scripture” is only 
found in the NT  

Lk 24:27 
MT 21:42; 22:29; Lk 4:21 
Acts 8:35; 17:2 
2 Pet 3:16 

The process of “Translating” is very 
old: Septuagint (OT Hebrew to 
Greek) during the period between 
the testaments 

• Translation: meaning from one 
 language to another 

• Transliteration: letter for letter 

Three Significant Events to Understand 
  
1. Until the 14th century England had no Bible in the common language 
 - Bibles were in Latin and only the clergy and wealthy had access 
 - It commonly took ten months to two years to produce a Bible by hand and at a cost of a year’s 
  wage 
 - Worship services were in Latin, which the common man did not understand 
  

2. The changing monarchy in England swung from Catholicism to Protestantism (beginning of 
 Reformation movement) 
 

3. The invention of the Gutenberg press in 1450 made the production of Bible both rapid and affordable 

Chapters were added in 13th century 
Verses in the 16th century 

• Geneva Bible (1560) was first English 
Bible to use the chapters and verses 

The order of the books of the Bible were not 
uniform until the mass printing done on 

printing presses  

• Lk 24:27 






